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Board Members

President:
Vacant
Past President:
Bill Peacock 328-0180
On-site@arrival.com
Vice President:

Stuart Ree 589-6172
rsrcomp@pacbell.net
Secretary:
Tony Rizos 872-5622
trizos@ncinternet.net
Treasurer:
William Lowell 664-1244
wlowell@bc.cc.ca.us
Director:
Steve Garcia
Sgarc@ix.netcom.com
Director:
Vacant
Director:
Rick Daney
rddstewy@aol.com
Director:

Ray Stubbs 834-6166

Newsletter Editor:
David Chalmers
dechal@pacbell.net
Education/SIG Coord
Needs a Replacement

Kipug Webmaster
Tom Rabe
Editortjr@aol.com

The following rates are for one
insertion in the KIPUG newsletter.
All copy must be received camera-
ready, no later than the 15th day of
any given month for publication in
the following month's newsletter.

Camera-ready copy should be
submitted to Bits & Bytes, c/o Dave
Chalmers, P.O. Box 2780,
Bakersfield, CA 93303

KIPUG members who have
computer related items for sale or
trade or who have information they
would like to share with other
members may do so FREE of
charge as space permits. Ads
larger than business card size are
subject to 50% of normal
advertising fees. Non-members
are subject to the normal
advertising fees.

Business Card $ 5.00
Quarter Page $ 15.00

Third Page $ 20.00
Half Page $ 30.00
Full Page $ 60.00

ADVERTISERS

KIPUG will mail your direct
computer user targeted mail
advertisement (fully prepared for
mailing, including postage) to our
entire membership at a reasonable
fee. For more information, please
contact Robert Stout, President, at
(661) 399-9505.

July 01 Page 2




Table of

Contents

Club or No Club pg 4
Program Notes pg 6
Server 54 pg 8

Sam’s House Directions pg 8

Virus Humor pg 9

Rumblings from the editor.

During the last board meeting, Robert Stout
resigned from the board due to personal commit-
ments. Rob is presently the network person for the
Delano school district, which probably covers most
of the school computers north of Bakersfield and
south of Fresno. | don’t blame him for being over-
whelmed. | hope we can find a NEW president that
will put up with our present board members. Our
elections have been put off until September, which |
hope we will be able to find new members willing
to take on the duties of being club officers.

During our last general meeting, | had some
discussions with several people, where they indi-
cated several ideas about the news letter. When
asked if they would write an article about their
ideas, | received comments such as “I can’t write”
or “I don’t have time”.

| do realize that writing something that will
expose you to your peers can be intimidating. It also
is plain hard work. As the editor, I don’t insist on
articles that have a minimum or maximum word
count. If it is a short couple of paragraphs, I will
still use it. If you feel that your ability to articulate
your self is limited, send me what you have and |
will perform my editorial duties without prejudice.
As a case in point, | hated to write anything until |
went to work for InfoWord Magazine where | had
to write reviews. | found that seeing my name in
print as an author was a real ego booster and
changed my attitude about writing in general. My
advice to you the members is “Try it, You might
like it”.
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Club or no Club?

I have a theory about the big
decisions we make in our lives. | think
of them as “crossroads.” These
“crossroads” are like the crossroads
you encounter when traveling in your
car. You have to make a decision
about which way to turn and that deci-
sion determines where you
are going to end up. We
face similar decisions in
life but, unlike the free-
way, life rarely offers us

such a

the opportunity to go back ““Crossroad.”

to the “crossroads” and try

another direction. In life,

once the “crossroads” decision is
made, we are stuck with where that
road takes us.

KIPUG is at such a
“crossroad.” Attendance at general
meetings has been falling off for sev-
eral years now and what used to be a
gathering of 50 — 75 users has become
20 - 30. Presenters like Randy Whittle,
who showed us PhotoSuite month be-
fore last, cannot justify traveling to
Bakersfield to demonstrate their prod-
uct to 30 people. As a result, these
types of programs simply won’t be
available to us.

KIPUG is at

Another issue that we face is
the fact that many of the members of
the Board of Directors are loosing
heart in continuing to invest their time
and effort in a group that appears to be
dying. It’s not that they don’t care,
they do. They just feel that the appar-
ently decreasing interest in the club
doesn’t justify the work that has to be
done to make the meetings happen
month after month. Die-
hards like “elected for life”
club treasurer Willy Lowell
will probably hang in there
until the club slowly sinks
beneath the waves but
many of the Board mem-
bers have lost heart.

Part of that problem is the fact
that each year when elections roll
around, there is little or no interest on
the part of club members in running
for the Board and contributing some-
thing more than just their presence at
the meeting. I’ve been in many differ-
ent clubs over the years and I’ve seen
this situation before. The same people
work for years to keep the club going
and, as time wears on, they just get
worn down. Clubs of all kinds that
prosper somehow manage to bring
new people into the management side
periodically and those people bring
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new ideas and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, new enthusiasm toward making
the club better and more interesting.

It may be that, after almost 20
years, we should just give up the idea
of regular monthly meetings with
scheduled programs and let the club
mutate back to what is was in the be-
ginning. At that point in the clubs life,
we met at somebody’s house once a
month and sat around and discussed
computers and programs. It was very
loosely organized and lots of fun. In-
terestingly, the so called “nerd night”
at Sam Thompson’s house (boy is it
great to see him up and around and
looking good after his surgery) is al-
most as well attended as the regular
meeting. We get together, talk about
whatever, eat some Kinto’s tasties and
just have a good time. It’s largely so-
cial with lots of computer stuff stirred
in but it manages to still be lots of fun.
It’s similar to the Saturday night poker
parties my dad use to attend but cen-
ters around computer stuff instead of
straights and flushes. Jim Lamberson
drives for 30 minutes from the far
East side to town to Sam’s far West
side of town location on a regular ba-
sis to make the meeting. Hmmm.

Where do we go from here?

Well folks, I can’t answer that — BUT
YOU CAN. If you want the club to
continue on pretty much like it is then
YOU need to get off your fanny and
get involved. We postponed elections
of officers until the September meet-
ing and if there is little or no interest
from the membership come Septem-
ber, the Board will have to make a
decision as to the future of the club
and | think you know what that deci-
sion is likely to be.

Bill Peacock
Past President
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Program Notes
by Sam Thompson

First, thanks to Stuart Ree for
a last-minute program showing us all
about Windows XP in June. | apolo-
gize again for the last-minute change,
but it was unavoidable since | messed
up the communication between our
speaker and myself. | had a couple of
other issues at the time

For July, we will have our
usual potluck at my (Sam’s) house.
The directions to my new house are
listed elsewhere in this newsletter.
Bring a dish large enough for you and
the people you bring, and that should
mean we have enough food for every-
one (as usual). If you want a special
drink other than soft drink, bring that,
too. KIPUG will supply seating and
tables, tablecloths, flatware, plates,
and soft drinks. | hope to see you
there. We have been missing many of
you at the general meetings, so it
would be nice to have everyone out
for the picnic.

Our programs for the coming
months remain as previously an-
nounced. (Please excuse the cut-and-
paste from the previous announce-

ment). August will be a program from
4-D Web Development Tools. For
September, John Morgan from Tule
Fog User Group in Visalia will be rep-
resenting TechSmith and showing two
of their products, Snaglt and Camta-
sia. With Snaglt -- you can basically
capture anything from your screen
alter it, and print/e-mail/save your
captures. Camtasia is for video cap-
ture and production. October will be
our showcase for Sundial Systems to
show their Junk Spy product which
helps to screen junk out of email. In-
foUSA will be highlighting their prod-
ucts in November. Resume Plus is
their newest, but I’m sure we will hear
about Select Phone and Powerfinder
as well. InfoUSA is eager to share
their products with us, so November
should be productive for all of us. Of
course, we have our potluck and holi-
day party in December, so that means
the rest of our calendar year should be
set. | just hope everyone is able to
live up to their commitments.

These are programs designed
to appeal to the general computer
user. Some will show you new prod-
ucts with which you may not be famil-
iar, while others may demonstrate new
ways to use familiar software. If you
have interest in learning more about a
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specific product, | invite you to host a
Special Interest Group (S1G) which
will allow you to meet with others of
similar interest. Expertise is not re-
quired to host a SIG; only interest and
enthusiasm.

By the way, we are actively soliciting
members to take over management of
the group. The old Board has run out
of steam, so we need you to step up
and help out. Talk to a Board member
or officer, and I think you’ll find the
time commitment minimal.

Lots of room for
a few para-
graphs from our
members at
large here

ED.
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Server 54, Where Are

You?

(04/09/01, 4:28 p.m. ET) TechWeb
News <http://www.techweb.com/
news>

The University of North Carolina has
finally found a network server that,
although missing for four years, hasn't
missed a packet in all that time. Try as
they might, university administrators
couldn't find the server. Working with
Novell Inc., IT workers tracked it
down by meticulously following cable
until they literally ran into a wall. The
server had been mistakenly sealed be-
hind drywall by maintenance workers.

Thanks Stu for the humor

-

Directions to Sam’s House

The July general meeting will still be

held at Sam’s house as usual, but Sam
has moved. Here are the directions to
his house:

Drive west on Rosedale Hwy. to Allen
Road. It’s along way - maybe 7 miles
or so from Hwy. 99.

Right (north) about half a mile on Al-
len Road to Meacham.

Left (west) about 2 blocks on
Meacham to Phairfield

i?ight (north) 2 blocks on Phairfield to
Ascot Court.

Left (west) into cul-de-sac to 13401.

If you get lost, the phone number 587-
8500.
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VIiruses

If computers alone don’t throw the
average user into fits of paranoia,
computer viruses will. But as with
other aspects of computing, this
deep concern fails to prompt any
attempt on the user's part to learn
the facts.

About two years ago, |
was asked to run a virus
scan on one company's
network of computers. |
did and | found a simple
harmless virus on each
computer in the network.
After | reported that to
the company's officials,
they gasped (literally), then thanked
me, then asked me to leave despite my
offers to remove the virus with the
anti-virus program. The next day, |
found out that they formatted every
single hard drive of every computer,
backing up only the most important
data.

tell?"

e Customer: "When | type
'DIR', it says 'VIRUS <DIR>'
and some date stuff."

e Customer: "Excuse me, there
is an empty-folder virus on my
disk.”

* A user called to inform
/ * us that hihs laptop hsdda
virus. When we aske
- why he though he had a
v » Virus, he promptly ex-
@ _ plained that he must
/ ‘  have a virus as his sys-
tem would no longer fit
in the docking station.
It was later determined that it had a
faulty port on the back of the system.

One day at school, I was lending a
friend a couple of my CD games.
Then a girl came up and said, "I
wouldn't do that if | were you. You
might get it back with a virus on it."

e Customer: "My hard disk has
a virus!"

e Tech Support: "How can you

While working on the help-
desk of a local community college, I
came across a message on one of our
tech support forums. The author of
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this message was convinced that there
was a virus in his BIOS, and he later
started accusing us of sending him it.
He was convinced that our computers
were sending the virus straight to his
hard drive through the "modem sub-
carrier (his words) between key-
strokes while he was dialed in to his
shell account.

A customer came in to the store one
day with a Macintosh. | had just re-
placed a bad drive in the thing a few
days previously. She complained that
it wasn't working again, implying that
I didn't fix it right the first time. So, |
get out the diagnostic tools, but can't
find a thing wrong with it. | then
checked some of the diskettes she
brought in with it and find that they
are loaded with viruses. After cleaning
up the diskettes, I explained to her that
her computer probably got the virus
by trading diskettes with someone
whose computer was also infected.
She then got a very sullen expression
on her face and asked me, "Can a per-
son catch this virus from their com-
puter?"

I was in the local Circuit City store,

when | saw a demo Sony Playstation
game unit, and | went over to try it
out. The controller would not work --
it had apparently been disconnected to
the game unit. | told this to a passing
salesman, and he said, "Oh no sir, it
doesn't work because the controller
has a virus."

I asked him how he thought the con-
troller contracted the virus. He said it
was because the display used to be
near the computer section of the store,
and they had moved it away from the
computers "to see if it would get bet-
ter."
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5 X 2 Annual Dues $30.00 Mail to:
ElrdlizIv=] Membership Application PO Box 2780

Bakersfield, CA 93303

Please Print Clearly — This applicationis [ JNew [ ] Renewal [ ] Address Change

I'ma: I'm Willing to:
Name [ ] Beginner [ 1 Serve onacommittee
[ 1 Intermediate [ 1 Assist the Editor
Address
[ ] Advanced [ 1 Help at Meetings
City [ ] Hobbyist [ ] Joina SIG
[ ] Professional [ ] De Whatever..
State, Zip + 4
( ) The Software I use is
Home Phone [ ] WINS5 [ 1 WIN 2000 ME
( ) [ ] WINGE [ ] WINNT
Business Phone
@ [ ] WIN98 SE [ ] Other
E-mail
The Kern Independent PC Users Group — KIPUG is a nonprofit organization of puter users — novices, experts, profi I
and hobbyists. KIPUG wel all new bers interested in computers. A General Meeting is held on the second Thursday of the
month at the Kern County Supermfendem of Schools Building, City Center, at 17th and L streets in Bakersfield. Meetings run from
7:00 PM until 9:00 PM and include a ing along with product demonstrations, door prizes and a drawing,

Membership Information and Benefits:

General Meetings are open to the public, free of charge. The public and guests are welcome but certain
benefits apply to members only.

To become a member, complete the form above and mail your check to KIPUG.
Member Benefits Include:

e A monthly newsletter — Bits & Bytes — a place to publish your articles!

* Free ads to buy or sell computer items.

e One free month's business card ad for corporate members.

e Web Site with free Listserv and access to the newsletter on-line.

e User group product discounts and special of fers.

Networking with computer enthusiasts who share common interests.

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) to help you solve problems.

All general memberships are family memberships, bring the family.

Eligibility for door prizes and vendor giveaways.

Product evaluation/review program — write an evaluation — keep the product.

L]

Visit KIPUG's Web Site: http://www _kipug.org/
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P.O. Box 2780
Bakersfield, CA

First Class
Stamp Here

Your Address Here

We are on the web at
WWW.KIPUG.ORG

Tom Rabe Webmaster

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month
at the Kern Superintendent of Schools Building.

17th and L streets Downtown
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