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Board Members

President:
Robert Stout 399-9505
rstout@delanoelem.k12.ca.us
Past President:
Bill Peacock 328-0180
bpeacock@pacbell.net
Vice President:

Stuart Ree 589-6172
rsrcomp@pacbell.net
Secretary:
Tony Rizos 872-5622
trizos@ncinternet.net
Treasurer:
William Lowell 664-1244
wlowell@bce.ce.ca.us
Director:
Steve Garcia
Sgarc@ix.netcom.com
Director:
Open
Director:
Rick Daney
rddstewy@aol.com
Director:

Ray Stubbs 834-6166

Newsletter Editor:
David Chalmers
dcchal@pacbell.net
Education/SIG Coord
Needs a Replacement

Kipug Webmaster
Tom Rabe
Editortjr@aol.com

The following rates are for one
insertion in the KIPUG newsletter.
All copy must be received camera-
ready, no later than the 15th day of
any given month for publication in
the following month's newsletter.

Camera-ready copy should be
submitted to Bits & Bytes, c/o Dave
Chalmers, P.O. Box 2780,
Bakersfield, CA 93303

KIPUG members who have
computer related items for sale or
trade or who have information they
would like to share with other
members may do so FREE of
charge as space permits. Ads
larger than business card size are
subject to 50% of normal
advertising fees. Non-members
are subject to the normal
advertising fees.

Business Card $ 5.00
Quarter Page $ 15.00

Third Page $ 20.00
Half Page $ 30.00
Full Page $ 60.00

ADVERTISERS

KIPUG will mail your direct
computer user targeted mail
advertisement (fully prepared for
mailing, including postage) to our
entire membership at a reasonable
fee. For more information, please
contact Robert Stout, President, at
(661) 399-9505.
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Tab | e Of From the editor

As you know, elections are coming up in Sep-
Contents tember. The old officers need a break. We need to

Genealogy Corner 0g. 4 look for new people with new ideas to help get some

new life into the club. If you read Bill Peacock’s arti-
cle in the July, the elections in September will tell

what direction the club is going.

Get involved and volunteer for a board posi-

tion. Speaking of volunteering, my thanks to Jim
Opperman for his timely article
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Genealogy Corner
Bits & Bytes

September 2001
By Jim Opperman

Genealogy is the fastest growing
hobby worldwide--all because of the
Internet.

More and more countries are posting
family trees and making information
about birth, marriage and death re-
cords available via the Internet.

In the “dark-ages” before computers,
those pursuing genealogy information
had to use “snail mail” and SASE’s to
hopefully, get a reply.

Because genealogy is such an individ-
ual thing, each person who wants to
research their family lines has to go it
alone—so to speak—after learning
basic genealogy terminology and tech-
niques.

There are many places one can go on
the Internet to glean information about
basics.

There are many software possibili-
ties—so which one do you choose?
Please feel free to contact me at men-
torjim@atsecure.net if you have ques-
tions about how to get started, etc.

I have recently obtained a list of over
600 links to genealogy web sites of
one kind or another.

I expect to list about six of these each

month, and ask only one favor: Tell
me what you found that was useful,

give me your evaluation of the web

site to share with others, here.

Here are the six links for Septem-
ber, 2001.

European BaseMap [12.02.2000]
FranceGenWeb — Alsace Message
Index [01.02.2000]

Bavarian Surnames [05.08.2000]
Germany Genealogy Forum
[22.01.2000]

Homepage of Paul Johnson
[14.02.2000]

I’ll continue this as a monthly feature
of Bits and Bytes as long as | get in-
terest from you. So let me know what
you think?

Next month:

Some sites for the beginner.
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BEFORE YOU FORWARD THAT
EMAIL!

Big companies don't do business via
chain letters and there is no computer
program that tracks how many times
an e-mail is forwarded, let alone by
whom. Bill Gates is not giving you
$1000, and Disney is not giving you a
free vacation. There is no baby food
company issuing class action checks.

MTV will not give you backstage
passes if you forward something to the
most people.

The Gap is not giving away free
clothes. Relax; there is no need to pass
it on "just in case it's true."

There is no kidney theft ring in New
Orleans. No one is waking up in a
bathtub full of ice, even if a friend of a
friend swears it happened to their
cousin. Still believe the story? See
http://urbanlegends.tgn.com/library/w
eekly/aa062997.htm. Here's a quote:
"The National Kidney Foundation has
repeatedly issued requests for actual
victims of organ thieves to come for-
ward and tell their stories." None have.
That's "none" as in "zero." Not even
your friend's cousin.

Neiman Marcus doesn't sell a $200
cookie recipe. And even if they do, we
all have it. And even if you don't, you
can find it at http://www.bl.net/
forwards/cookie.html. If you decide

the cookies are awesome, feel free
to pass the recipe on.

If NASA's latest rocket disaster did
contain plutonium that went to par-
ticulate over the eastern seaboard,
do you really think the information
would reach the public via AOL
chain letter?

There is no "Good Times" virus. In
fact, you should never, ever, ever
forward any e-mail containing any
virus warning unless you first con-
firm it at an actual site of an actual
company that actually deals with
viruses. Try http-//
www.symantec.com/avcenter/in
dex.html. And even then, don't for-
ward it. We don't care.

There is no gang initiation plot to
murder any motorist who flashes
headlights at another car driving at
night without lights.

If you absolutely MUST forward
that 10th-generation message from a
friend, at least have the decency to
trim the eight miles of headers
showing everyone else who's re-
ceived it over the last 6 months. It
wouldn't hurt to get rid of all the ">"
that begin each line, either. Besides,
if it has gone around that many
times we've probably already seen
it.

Craig Shergold (or Sherwood, or
Sherman, etc.) in England is not dy-
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ing of cancer or anything else at this
time and would like everyone to stop
sending him their business cards. He's
apparently no longer a little boy ei-
ther.

Make a Wish Foundation is a real or-
ganization doing fine work, but they
have had to establish a special toll
free hot line in response to the large
number of Internet hoaxes using their
good name and reputation. It is dis-
tracting them from the important
work they do. Also, the American
Cancer Society does not give 3¢ for
each person you forward e-mail to.
They don't give money, they seek
money.

If you are one of those people who
forwards anything that promises
something bad will happen if you
don't, I promise something bad will
happen to you if we ever meet in a
dark alley.

Women really are suffering in Af-
ghanistan, but forwarding an e-mail
won't help their cause in the least. If
you want to help, contact your legis-
lative representative, The Red Cross,
or Amnesty International.

Generally, e-mail "signatures" are
easily faked and mean nothing to any-
one with any power to do anything
about whatever is being complained
about.

KFC really uses real chickens. No,
they really do. Why did they change

their name? In this health-conscious
world, what was KFC's name? Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken. Fried is not
healthy. With the help of a focus
group, they changed the name to
KFC. It's short, easy to remember and
doesn't offend dieters.

Just because someone said in a mes-
sage four generations back that "we
checked it out and it's legit,” does not
actually make it true.

The Bottom Line: Composing e-mail
or posting something on the Net is as
easy as writing on the rest room
walls. Don't believe it until it's proven
false. Assume it's false unless there's
proof that it's true.

This article was taken from the
“Central Kentucky Computer Society
March 2001 edition” The editor of
this newsletter indicated that the au-
thor is unknown. Considering the junk
we all get, it is pertinent

ed.
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5 X 2 Annual Dues $30.00 Mail to:
ElrdizI™=] Membership Application PO Box 2780

Bakersfield, CA 93303

Please Print Clearly — This applicationis [ JNew [ ] Renewal [ ] Address Change

I'ma: I'm Willing to:
Name [ ] Beginner [ 1 Serve onacommittee
[ 1 Intermediate [ 1 Assist the Editor
Address
[ ] Advanced [ 1 Help at Meetings
City [ ] Hobbyist [ ] Joina SIG
[ ] Professional [ ] De Whatever..
State, Zip + 4
( ) The Software I use is
Home Phone [ ] WINS5 [ 1 WIN 2000 ME
( ) [ ] WINGE [ ] WINNT
Business Phone
@ [ ] WIN98 SE [ ] Other
E-mail
The Kern Indeperlden? PC Users Group — KIPUG is a nonprofit organization of puter users — novices, experts, profi I
and hobbyists. KIPUG wel all new bers interested in computers. A General Meeting is held on the second Thursday of the
month at the Kern County Supermfendem of Schools Building, City Center, at 17th and L streets in Bakersfield. Meetings run from
7:00 PM until 9:00 PM and include a ing along with product demonstrations, door prizes and a drawing,

Membership Information and Benefits:

General Meetings are open to the public, free of charge. The public and guests are welcome but certain
benefits apply to members only.

To become a member, complete the form above and mail your check to KIPUG.
Member Benefits Include:

e A monthly newsletter — Bits & Bytes — a place to publish your articles!

* Free ads to buy or sell computer items.

e One free month's business card ad for corporate members.

e Web Site with free Listserv and access to the newsletter on-line.

e User group product discounts and special of fers.

« Networking with computer enthusiasts who share common interests.

* Special Interest Groups (SIGs) to help you solve problems.

* All general memberships are family memberships, bring the family.

* Eligibility for door prizes and vendor giveaways.

e Product evaluation/review program — write an evaluation — keep the product.

Visit KIPUG's Web Site: http://www _kipug.org/
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First Class
Stamp Here

P.O. Box 2780
Bakersfield, CA

We are on the web at
WWW.KIPUG.ORG

Your Address Here

Tom Rabe Webmaster

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month
at the Kern Superintendent of Schools Building.

17th and L streets Downtown
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